
April 11, 2021 

The Second Sunday of Easter/the Sunday of Divine Mercy 
The community of believers was of one heart and mind…they had everything in common.—Acts 4:32 

Dear Friends; 
 

Christ is Risen! 
 

If you have ever watched geese fly you would see they fly in a V-formation. The secret of their strength and survival is 

they work together. The lead goose cuts a path through the air resistance and creates an uplift that helps the birds behind. 

In turn, the flapping of the wings of these birds makes it easier for the birds behind them and so on. Each bird takes its 

turn at being the leader. The tired birds fan out to the end of the V for relief and the rested birds move forward to the point 

of the V to help keep the flock moving forward. 
 

If a goose becomes too exhausted or ill and has to drop out of the flock, it is never abandoned. A stronger member of the 

flock will follow the failing weak bird to its resting place and wait until the bird is well enough to fly again. Together, 

cooperating as a flock, geese can fly at a 71 percent longer range, with up to 60 percent less work.  
 

Our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles describes Christians as those who understand the value of working 

cooperatively. In response to the mercy of God, they share money and possessions with members of the community. 

“There was no needy person among them, for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of 

the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, they were distributed to each according to need.”  The author gives us a 

vision of the early church that reflects an intense cooperation. They were creating an egalitarian society that eliminates 

poverty. This scripture should inform us about how we think of accumulating wealth and economic justice today. 
 

This Christian communitarian society stood in contrast to pagan society where people violently took what they wanted. 

Pagan society was built on slavery. The powerful justified this by proclaiming that they had the right to rule. They earned 

their wealth and privilege by the force of their will and the blessing of the gods. 
 

Christianity poses a different vision of humanity. All that we are is a gift from an all-merciful and loving God. The 

community of Jesus knows that our true wealth is not in what we own, but in our good relations with others. Ruthless 

competition only weakens us. Those who lead must serve as did Jesus. Rather than ignore the weak and lowly we embrace 

and care for them. Together as members of the Body of Christ we are more than any one individual. Each of us in 

gratitude shares as freely as we have received. It is cooperation and community that fosters faith and society. 
 

The big lie at the heart of our political and economic system is the idea that we merit what we have. We are fooled into 

thinking that we have earned what we have by competition and hard work. But who earns the talent on which this 

competition and work is based? We cannot earn a talent any more than we have a say in our upbringing, or our innate 

intelligence, or being born into a wealthy family. Even living in a society that values our talents is an accident of birth.   
 

If all this is a matter of luck, the genetic lottery or the gift of God, what justifies someone like a Jeff Bezos to have an 

obscene amount of money? His workers have to urinate in a bottle because they are not allowed enough time for a 

bathroom break. If our talents and abilities are gifts from God, for which we are indebted, than it is arrogance to assume 

that we deserve the benefits that flow from them. As my dad used to say to me, “We have been blessed as a family so God 

expects more from us in return.” 
 

The Polish nun, St Faustina had a devotion to the merciful love of Christ. Devotion to the Divine Mercy was popularized 

by Pope John Paul II who named the Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday. In her diary she writes a Prayer for 

Mercy, “Help me O Lord that my eyes may be merciful, so I may never suspect or judge from appearances, but look for 

what is beautiful in my neighbors’ souls and come to their rescue.” 
 

Peace, 

Fr Ron                    Esta carta está en español en el sitio web: www.stannechurchbyron.com 

http://www.stannechurchbyron.com/

